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Nearly 90 diseases are reportable in the state of Ohio. Anytime a person is diagnosed 
with one of these diseases, the local health department must be notified (please see 
Page 2 for a complete list of these illnesses). Local health departments use this data 
for both community-wide surveillance and to assist physicians and partner agencies 
in the treatment and management of contagious diseases. This report provides an 
overview to facilitate an understanding of the reportable diseases affecting the 
health of Crawford County residents. 

Due to the 
Coronavirus Disease 
2019 (COVID-19) 
pandemic, Wyandot 
County saw an 
997.7% increase in 
communicable 
disease cases from 
2019 to 2020 (173 
cases and 1,899 
cases, respectively).  
Overall, 56.4% of 
cases were female, 
43.6% were male. 
Cases ranged in 
age from 3 weeks to 
104 years old with an 
average age of 47.3 
years and a median age of 47 years. Figure 1. shows the number of communicable 
disease cases occuring annually for the past five years. The most frequently reported 
illnesses were COVID-19 (1.783 cases), chlamydia (54 cases), Hepatitis C (18 cases), 
gonorrhea (13 cases), and influenza-associated hospitalization (9 cases).  Chlamydia, 
Hepatitis C, and gonorrhea have continued to be in the top five most reported 
diseases since 2015 and influenza-associated hospitalizations has been since 2017.   
 
Table 1. on Page 3 lists the diseases and outbreaks reported in the community in 2020 
and the number of cases for each of these illnesses.  Additionally, Figure 2. on Page 4 
categorizes those illnesses by type.  The remainder of this document provides 
epidemiological information as well as brief demographic information on the cases 
and disease trends for each of the top five illnesses over the past five years. 

Communicable Disease Summary 
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Figure 1. Annual Communicable Disease Totals in 
Wyandot County, 2016-2020
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Table 1. Communicable Disease Cases1 Reported in Wyandot County, 2020 

Class A Reportable Diseases 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 1,783 

Class B Reportable Diseases 
Campylobacteriosis 5 
Chlamydia 54 
Cryptosporidiosis 1 
Giardiasis 1 
Gonorrhea 13 
Hepatitis B (including delta) 3 
Hepatitis C 17 
Hepatitis C, perinatal infection 1 
Influenza-Associated Hospitalization 9 
Salmonella 5 
Shigella 1 
Streptococcal Disease - Group A - invasive 1 
Streptococcus pneumoniae - invasive 1 
Varicella 2 
Vibriosis 1 
Total 1,899 
Class C Reportable Diseases – Outbreaks2 

 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 7 
Influenza 1 
Total 8 
1Case counts include confirmed, probable and suspected disease classifications 
2COVID-19 cases only include confirmed and probable disease classifications 
3Outbreaks are two or more cases that are epidemiologically linked 
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Types of Diseases Reported 

Vectorborne 
Illnesses 
0 cases 

Vaccine 
Preventable 

Illnesses 
15 cases 

Enteric 
Illnesses 
13 cases 

Sexually 
Transmitted 
Infections 
67 cases 

Bloodborne 
Pathogens 
18 cases 

Other Illnesses 
3 cases 

COVID-19 
1,783 cases 

Notes: 
All other disease cases include confirmed, probable, and suspect disease classifications 
Case counts for COVID-19 include confirmed and probable disease classifications.  
Sexually transmitted infections include chlamydia and gonorrhea 
Enteric illnesses include campylobacteriosis, cryptosporidiosis, E. coli, salmonella, shigella, and yersiniosis 
Vaccine-preventable illnesses include Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, influenza-associated hospitalizations, and Streptococcus pneumonia 
Bloodborne pathogens include Hepatitis C and perinatal Hepatitis C 
Other illnesses include Hepatitis E and bacterial meningitis 

1,899 
Reported cases 

in 2020 
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Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

1,783 
Reported cases 

of COVID-19 
 

Case Demographics 
 

55.9% 44.0% 

9 months 
Minimum Age 

98 years 
Maximum Age 

47 years 
Average Age 

45 years 
Median Age 

Age Distribution of COVID-19 Cases in Wyandot County, 2020 

This illness is caused by the novel species of the Coronaviridae virus family- SARS-CoV-2. 
People often develop symptoms 1-14 days after exposure.  Prevention includes 
avoiding those ill with COVID-19, social distancing, wearing a cloth facemask that 
covers the mouth and nose, handwashing, disinfecting frequently touched surfaces, 
and vaccination.  
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COVID19 Cases by Month in Wyandot County, 2020
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18.8% 
Decrease from 
previous year 

 

Chlamydia 
This sexually transmitted infection is caused by the bacteria Chlamydia trachomatis. 
People often develop symptoms 7-21 days after exposure.  Prevention includes 
abstinence, appropriate condom use, and identification and treatment of sexual 
contacts of those infected with chlamydia. 

 

54 
Reported cases 

of Chlamydia 
 

Case Demographics 
 

75% 25% 

16 years 
Minimum Age 

50 years 
Maximum Age 

24.3 years 
Average 
A  

21 years 
Median Age 

Age Distribution of Chlamydia Cases in Wyandot County, 2020 
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Chlamydia Cases by Month in Wyandot County, 2020
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Hepatitis C 
This bloodborne infection is caused by the Hepatitis C virus.  It is transmitted mainly 
through injection drug use. It may also occur sexually or through inadequately cleaned 
medical devices, exposure to blood in the workplace or exposure during childbirth. 
Individuals often become ill 2 weeks-6 months after exposure.  Currently no vaccine is 
available to prevent this infection. 

 

0% 
Change from 
previous year 

 

18 
Reported cases 

of Hepatitis C 
 

Case Demographics 
 

50% 50% 

3 years 
Minimum Age 

65 years 
Maximum Age 

37 years 
Average 
A  

34 years 
Median Age 

Age Distribution of Hepatitis C Cases in Wyandot County, 2020 
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Gonorrhea 
This infection is caused by the sexually transmitted bacteria Neisseria gonorrhoeae. 
People often develop symptoms 3-8 days after exposure.  The best prevention for this 
infection includes abstinence, appropriate condom use, and identification and 
treatment of sexual contacts of those infected with gonorrhea. 

85.7 
Increase from 
previous year 

 

13 
Reported cases 

of Gonorrhea 
 

Case Demographics 
 

46.2% 53.8% 

19 years 
Minimum Age 

67 years 
Maximum Age 

29.5 years 
Average Age 

23 years 
Median Age 

Age Distribution of Gonorrhea Cases in Wyandot County, 2020 
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Gonorrhea Cases by Month in Wyandot County, 2020
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Influenza-Associated Hospitalizations 

Influenza is caused by person-to-person spread of the Influenza A or B virus. Only 
individuals who are hospitalized due to influenza illness are shown below. Individuals 
become ill 1-4 days after exposure to the influenza virus. Prevention includes annual 
vaccination, social distancing, and proper cough and sneeze etiquette. 

65.4 
Decrease from 
previous year 

 

9 
Reported cases of 
influenza-associated 

hospitalizations 

 

Case Demographics 
 

77.8% 22.2% 

34 years 
Minimum Age 

80 years 
Maximum Age 

61.2 years 
Average Age 

60 years 
Median Age 

Age Distribution of Influenza-Associated Hospitalizations Cases in 
Wyandot County, 2020 
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Variable completeness is a quality assurance indicator used to determine if key data 
elements are reported to the local health department and, if they are missing, if the 
disease investigators are asking for the information during their interviews.  This year, 
some of these data elements were not routinely gathered due to the overwhelming 
number of cases reported during the pandemic.  Age, race, sex, and ethnicity are 
important in identifying populations most at risk for these illnesses, especially during 
outbreaks.  Illness onset dates help disease investigators during outbreaks to 
determine when it began and when it ended.  This information also aids investigators 
in determining the effectiveness of public health interventions to stop the spread of 
disease. 

Table 2. Reportable Disease Variable Completeness 

Reportable Disease Age Race Ethnicity Sex Illness Onset 
Date 

Campylobacteriosis 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Chlamydia infection 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% N/A 
COVID-19  100.0% 97.3% 99.0% 99.9% 84.0% 
Cryptosporidiosis 99.9% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Giardiasis 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Gonococcal infection 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% N/A 
Hepatitis B (including delta) - acute 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Hepatitis B (including delta) - chronic 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% N/A 
Hepatitis C - acute 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% N/A 
Hepatitis C - chronic 100.0% 94.7% 94.7% 100.0% N/A 
Hepatitis C - Perinatal Infection 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Influenza-associated hospitalization 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 90.0% 
Salmonellosis 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Shigellosis 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Streptococcal - Group A -invasive 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Streptococcus pneumoniae - invasive  100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Syphilis - secondary 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% N/A 
Syphilis - stage Unknown 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% N/A 
Varicella 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 66.7% 
Vibriosis 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Prepared by the Union County Health Department’s epidemiologists. 

All data was queried from the Ohio Disease Reporting System’s 

Data Extract on February 1, 2021. 

 

 

Mary E. Salimbene Merriman, MPH 
Epidemiologist 
Union County Health Department 
940 London Avenue, Suite 1100 
Marysville, Ohio 43040 
937-645-2062 
mary.merriman@uchd.net 
 

Kate Wright, MPH  
Epidemiologist 
Union County Health Department 
940 London Avenue, Suite 1100 
Marysville, Ohio 43040 
937-645-2028 
kate.wright@uchd.net 
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